
Allen E. Ostrander 
Allen E. Ostrander was born in Lynn, Massachusetts on December 14, 1909. 
He began trombone study in 1923 with Aaron Harris and graduated from the 
Ithaca Conservatory of Music in 1932 with a B.S in Instrumental Music where 
he studied trombone with Patrick Conway and Ernest Williams. Later study 
with Simone Mantia, Gardell Simmons, and Walter Lillebeck also contributed 
to his remarkable professional playing career. 

Following graduation, he attended the National Orchestral Association in New 
York City for three years before landing his first professional position as bass 
trombonist with the National Symphony Orchestra in Washington, D.C. 
Following one season with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra in 1937, he 
was selected by Arturo Toscanini as bass trombonist with the NBC 
Symphony, a position he held until 1946. Between the years 1942 and 1945 
he spent three years in the U.S. Army before returning to NBC for a final year. 
From 1946 until his retirement in 1975 he served as bass trombonist with the 
New York Philharmonic. 

In addition to his outstanding playing career, Ostrander has taught on the 
faculties of West Virginia Wesleyan, Julliard, the Hartt School of Music, 
Columbia Teacher’s College, and Ithaca College. He also co-designed the 
Reynolds Contempora double-valve bass trombone and has authored a 
number of method books for this modern instrument. In addition to his original 
compositions for bass trombone, he has arranged, transcribed, and edited 
numerous other brass works, of which over one hundred are still in print. 

Since retiring to his current home in Ithaca, New York in 1975, he has been 
honored by the International Trombone Association for his lifetime 
achievements and was awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Music from Ithaca 
College in 1993.” [Ed. Mr. Ostrander died in 1994.] 
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